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Educational fun for everyone at this year’s National Jug Band Jubilee
LOUISVILLE, KY, (August 31, 2011) – Thanks to a partnership between the National Jug Band Jubilee (NJBJ) and Jefferson County Public Schools, some lucky students are getting a sneak preview of the 7th Annual National Jug Band Jubilee. Lincoln Elementary Performing Arts School, Frayser Elementary, and John F. Kennedy Montessori Elementary School will each host a separate jug band on Friday, September 16th. NJBJ Board President Heather Leoncini said the school concerts are intended to encourage the students and their families to attend the National Jug Band Jubilee in Waterfront Park on Saturday, Sept. 17th. But she is also hoping the music will inspire a few future musicians.


"We are so excited to have the opportunity to educate young people in Louisville about the history of jug bands in our area,” Leoncini explained. “In addition to education, one of our main goals is to make sure that jug band music carries on, and getting young people excited and involved is the key to doing so!"


Tim King, Lincoln Elementary’s Director/Performing Arts Magnet Coordinator, said the jug band performance is a perfect way to combine education with a little fun. “Louisville has a wonderful jug band history and Lincoln Elementary Performing Arts School is providing arts integration in social studies to all of our students during the 2011-12 school year,” King said. “The jug band performance fits in beautifully with our Arts Integration emphasis this year.“ 

In addition to the school shows on Friday, the National Jug Band Jubilee will offer a special workshop for kids at 3:00 p.m. on Saturday during the Jubilee. With help from the Girl Scouts of Kentuckiana, young kids can make their own musical instrument that they can play and then take home with them.  Older kids can take part in our instrument workshops with the adults - and then everyone gets together to demonstrate what they learned on stage.

There will also be some fun and educational activities aimed at ADULTS during this year’s Jubilee. From Noon - 2pm, early birds can take advantage of a special $1 beer tasting with a representative from Bluegrass Brewing Company. Participants can taste additional styles of beer, learn about the brewing process, and hear about the BBC’s award-winning offerings. At 3 p.m., the Jubilee will present a jug band workshop for kids and adults of all ages.  Instruments will be provided.  With help from the Jubilee musicians, participants will learn how to blow a jug, play a washboard - you can even learn how to play the saw!  Talk to a washtub bass player about how to make your own washtub bass, and get pointers on how to play. 
The 7th Annual National Jug Band Jubilee is proud to celebrate the legacy of jug music and its Louisville origins. Come out and join the fun! Festival gates open at noon Saturday and bands play from 1:00-11:00pm. The open-air Brown-Forman Amphitheater is located immediately east of the Tumbleweed Restaurant on River Road.  No pets, coolers or outside alcohol permitted inside the festival.  This event takes place rain or shine! Oh and did we mention that this is a FREE festival?  That’s right – FREE! 
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